
[ 49 ]

SERMON XXXV,

The Converfion of Zacchcus.

Luke xix. 9, 10.

And Jesus faid unto him^ This day is falvation come to

this houfe •, forafmuch as he alfo is the Son of Abra-

ham. For the Son of man is coins to feek and to fave

that which was lofii

SALVATION, every v^here through the whole fcri'p-

ture, is faid to be the free gift of God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Not only free, becaufe God is a fove-

teign agent, and therefore may withhold it from, or confer it

on, whom he pleafeth ; but free, becaufe there is nothing to

be found in man, that can any way induce God to be mer-

ciful unto him. The righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ is the

fo)e caufe of our finding favour in God's fight : this righte-

Cuf! jfs apprehended by faith (which is alfo the gift of God)
makes it our own ; and this faith, if true, will work by love.

Thefe are parts of thofe glad tidings which are publiftied in

the gofpel ; and of the certainty of them, next to the exprefs

word of God, the experience of all fuch as have been faved,

is the beft, and, as I take ,it, the nrioft undoubted proof.

That God might teach us every way, he has been pleafed

to leave upon record many inftances of the power of his

grace exerted in the falvation of feveral perfons, that we,

hearing how he dealt with them, might from thence infer the

manner we muft expect to be dealt with ourfelves, and learn

in what way we muft iook for falvation, if we truly defire to

.be made partakers of the inheritance with the founts in light.

The converfion of the perfon referred to in the text, I

^hink, will be of no fmall fervice to us in this matter, if

Vol. VL D rightly

i3



[ 50 1

t\<y\\t]y improved. I would hope, moft of you know who the

perfon is, to whom the Lord Jfesus fpeaks ; it is the publi-

can Zaccheus, to whofe houfe the blefTed Jesu.^ faid, falvation

came, and whom he pronounces a Son o^ Abraham.

It is mv defign (GoD helping) to make fome remarks upon

his converfion recorded at large in the preceding verfes, and

then to inforce the latter part of the text, as an encourage-

ment to poor undone fmners to come to Jesus Christ.

*« For the Son of man is conie, tofeek and to fave that which

was lofl."

The evangelrft Luke introduces the account of this man's

converfion thus, verfe I. " And Jesus entered and paffed

through Jericho'* The holy Jesus made it his bufmefs to

jTO about doing good. As the fun in the firmament is conti-

nually fpreading his benign, quickening, and cheering influ-

ences over the natural ; fo the Son of righteoufnefs arofe with

healing under his wings, and was daily and hourly diffufing

his gracious influences over the moral world. The preceding

chapter acquaints us of a notable miracle wrought by the holy

Jesus, on poor blind -B^r/zWwj ; and in this, a greater pre-

sents itfelf to our confideration. The evangelift would have

us take particular notice of it ; for he introduces it with the

word " behold :" " and behold, there was a man named Zac-

chetis, who was the chief among the Publica?iSy and he was

rich."

Well might the evangelift uflier, in the relation of this

man's converfion with the word " behold !" For, according

to human judgment, how many unfurmountable obftacles

tay in the way of it ! Surely no one will fay there was any

litnefs in Zaccheus for falvation ; for we are told that he was

a Publican^ and therefore in all probability a notorious Tinner.

The Publicans were gatherers of the Roman taxes j they were

infamous for their abominable extortion ; their very name

therefore became fo odious, that we find the Pharifees often

feproached our Lord, as very wicked, becaufe he was a

friend unto and fat down to meat with them. Zaccheus then,

being a Puhlican^ was no doubt a finner ; and, being chief

among the Publkam^ confequently was chief among finners^

Nay, '^ He was rich." One infpired apoftle has told us, that

** not many mighty, not many nobk are called." Another
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faith, " G^D has fchofen the poor of this world, rich iri

faith." And he who was the Mulcer and Redeemer of the

apoftles, afTures us, " that it Is eafier for a camel, (or cable-

rope) to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rl ch man
to enter into the kingdom of God." Let not therefore the

fich glory in the multitude of their riches.

But rich as he was, we are told, verl'e 3. that " he fouc^ht

to fee Jesus."- A wonder indeed ! The common people heard

our Lord gladly, and the poor received the gofpel. Th^
multitude, the oy^Mi, the mob, the people that knew not the

law, as the proud hlgh-priefts called them, ufed to follow

him on foot into the country^ arid fometimts ftaid with him

three days together to hear him preach : But did the rich be-

lieve or attend on him ? No. Our Lord preached up ihe

do6^rine of the crofs ; he preached too fearching for them#

and therefore they counted him their enemy, perfecuted and

Ipoke all manner of evil againft hua falfly. Let not the

miniflers of Christ marvel, if they meet with the Jike

treatment from the rich men of this wicked and adulterous

generation. I fhould think it no fcandal (fuppofing it true)

to hear it affirmed, that none but the poor attended my mini-

ftry. Their fouls are as precious to our Lord Jesus Christ,

fis the fouls of the greateft men. "J'hey were the poor that

attended him in the days of his flefli : thefe are they whom
he hath chofen to be rich in faith, and to be the i^-reateft ia

the kingdom of heaven. Were the rich in this world's goods

generally to fpeak well of me, wo be unto me; I (hoiild think

it a dreadful fign that I was only a wolf in fheep's cloihing,

that I fpoke peace, peace, when there was no peace, and

prophefied fmoother things than the gofpel would allow of.

Hear ye this, O ye rich. Let who will dare to do it, God
forbid that I fhould defpife the poor; in d£>ing fo, I fliould

reproach my Maker. The poor are dear to my foul ; I rejoice

to fee them fly to the do61:rine of Christ, like the doves to

their windows. I only pray, that the poor who attend, may
be evangelised, and turned into the fpirit of the gofpel : if i'o,

*' BleiTed are ye ; for yours is the kingdom of heaven."

But we muft return to Zaccheus, ^' He fought to fee Jesus."

'That is good news. 1 heartily wifli I could fay, it was out

of a good principle : but, without fpcaking contrary to that
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charity which hopes and believeth all things for the beft, we
may fay, that the fame principle drew him after Christ^

which now draws multitudes (to fpeak plainly, it may be

multitudes of you) to hear a particular preacher, even curi-

ofity : for we are told, that he came not to hear his dodrine,

but to view his perfon, or, to ufe the words of the evangelift^

" to fee who he v/as." Our Lord's fame was now fpread

abroad through all Jerufalem^ and all the country round about:

ibme faid he was a good man ; others, " Nay, but he de-

ceiveth the people." And therefore curiofity drew out this

rich Publican Zaccheus^ to fee who this perfon was, of whom
he had beard fuch various accounts. But it feems he could

not conveniently get a fight of him for the prefs, and becaufe

he was little of ftature. Alas ! how many are kept from fee-

ing Christ in glory, by reafon of the prefs 1 I mean, how

many are afliamed of being Angularly good, and therefore follov7

a multitude to do evil, becaufe they have a prefs or throng of

polite acquaintance I And, for fear of being fet at nought by

thofe with whom they ufed to fit at meat, they deny theLoRD

of glory, and are afhamed to confefs him before men. This

*bafe, this fervile feai of man, is the bane of true chriflianity ;

it brings a dreadful fnare upon the foul, and is the ruin of

ten thoufands ; for I am fully perfuaded, numbers are ration-

ally convitSted of gofpel-truihs 5 but, not being able to brook

contempt, they will not profecute their convidions, nor re-

duce them to pra£lice. Happy thofe, who in this refpet^-,

like Zaccheus, are refolved to overcome all impediments that lie

in their way to a fight of Christ: for, finding he could not

fee Christ becaufe of the prefs and the littlenefs of his na-

tural flature, he did not fmite upon his bread, and depart,

faying, " It is in vain to feek after a fight of him any longer,

I can never attain unto it." No, finding he could not fee

Christ, if he continued in the midft of, " he ran before

the multitude, and climbed up into a fycamore-tree, to fee

him ; f<v he was to pafs that way."

There is no feeing Christ in Glory, unlefs we run before

the multitude, and are willing to be in the number of thofe

defpifed fev/, who take the kingdom of Gop by violence.

The broad way, in which fo many go, can never be that

flrait and narrow way which Jeads tg life* C^ur Lord's flock

was.
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was, and always will be, comparatively a little one: and un-

lefs we dare to run before the multitude in a holy fingularity,

and can rejoice in being accounted fools for Christ's fake,

we fliall never fee Jesus with comfort, when he appears in

glory. From mentioning the fycamore-tree, and confidcring

the difficulty with which Zaccheus muft climb it, we may far-

ther learn, that thofe who would fee Christ, muft undero-o
to

Other difficulties and hardfhips, befides contempt. Zaccheus^

without doubt, went through both. Did not many, think

you, laugh at him as he ran along, and in the language of

Michal^ SauVs daughter, cry out, " How glorious did the rich

Zaccheus look to-day, when, forgetting the greatnefs of his

ftation, he ran before a pitiful, giddy mob, and climbed up a

fycamore-tree, to fee an enthufiaftic preacher !" But Zaccheus

cares not for all that; his curiofity was ftrong : if he could

but fee who Jesus was, he did not value what fcoffers faid of

him. Thus, and much more will it be with all thofe who
have an efFecSlual defire to fee Jesus in heaven : thev will o-o

on from ftrength to ftrength, break through every difficulty

lying in their way, and care not what men or devils fay of or

do unto them. May the Lord make us all thus minded, for

his dear Son's fake !

At length, after taking much pains, and going (as we may
well fuppofe) through much contempt, Zaccheus has climbed

the tree; and there he fits, as he thinks, hid in the leaves of

it, and watching when he fhould fee Jesus pafs by :
" For

he was to pafs by that way."

But fing, O heavens, and rejoice, O earth ! Praife, mag-

nify, and adore fovereign, electing, free, preventing love ;

Jesus the everlafting God, the Prince of peace, who faw

Nathanael under the fig-tree, and Zaccheus from eternity, now
fees him in the fycamore-tree, and calls him in time.

Verfe 5. <' And when Jesus, came to the place, he looked

up, and faw him, and faid unto him, Zaccheus, make hafte

and come down ; for this day I muft abide at thy houfe."

Amazing love ! Well might Luke ufher in the account with
*' behold !" It is worthy of our higheft admiration. When
Z.accheus thought of no fuch thing, nay, thought that Christ
Jesus did not know him ; behold, Christ does what we
never hear he did before or after, I mean, invite himfelf to
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thf houfe of Zactheui^ faying, '' Zaccheus, make hafte gnd

come dowTi ; for thi^ day I muft abide at thy houfe." Mot

pray let me abide, but 1 muft abide this day at thy houfe. fie

<alfo calls him by name, as though he was well acquainted

>vith him: and indeed well he might; for his name was writ-

ten in the book of life, he was one of thpfe whom the Father

had given him from all eternity : therefore he muft abide at

his houfe that day, *' For whom he did predeftinate, them

he alfo called."

Here then, as through a glafs, we may fee the dodlrine of

free grace evidently exemplified before us. Here was no fit-

jiefs in Zaccheus, He was a Publican, chief among the Pub-

licans ; not only fo, but rich, and came to fee Christ only

put of curiofity: but fovereign grace triumphs over all. Anc}

if we do God juftice, and are effectually wrought upon, we
jnuft acknowledge there was no more fitnefs in us than iri

T^accheus ; and, had not Christ prevented us by his call, we
had remained dead in trefpafles and fms, and alienated from

^he divine life, even as others. " Jesus looked up, and favv

him, and faid unto him, Zacchues^ make hafte and come down j

for this day I muft abide at thy houfe."

With what different emotions of heart may we fuppofe

Zaccheus received this invitation ? Think you not that he was

furprifed to hear Jesus Christ call him by name, and not

only fo, but invite himfelf to his houfe? Surely, thinks Zac^

chcus^ I dream : it cannot be ; how fhould he know me ? \

never faw him before : befides, I fhall undergo much con*

tempt, if I receive him under my roof. Thus, I fay, we
may fuppofe Zaccheus thought within himfelf. But what faith

the fcripture ? *' I will make a willing people in the day of

mw power." With this outward call, there went an effica-

cious power from God, which fweetly over-ruled his natural

Will : and therefore, verfe 6. " He made hafte, and came
down, and received him joyfully j" not only into his houfe,

but alfo into his heart.

Thus it is the great God brings home his children. He
calls them by name, by his word or providence ; he fpeaks to

them alfo by his fpirit. Hereby they are enabled to open their

hearts, and are made willing to receive the King of glory,

for Zaaheui\ fake, let us not entirely condemn people that
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come tinker the word, out of no better principle than curio-

fity. Who knows but God may call them ? It is good to be

where the Lord is pafling by. May all who are now prefent

out of this principle, hear the voice of the Son of God fpcak-

ing to their fouls, and fo hear that they may live ! Not that

men ought therefore to take encouragement to come out of

curiofity. For perhaps a thoufand more, at other times,

came to fee Chri^st out of curiofity, as well as 'Zaccheus^

who were not effectually called by his gra^e. I only mention

this for the encouragement of my own (oul, and the confo-

lation of God's children, who are too apt to be angry with

thofe who do not attend on the word out of love to God :

but let them alone. Brethren, pray for them. How do you

know but Jesu5 Christ may fpeak to their hearts ? A few

words from Christ, applied by his fpirif, will fave their

fouls. " Zaccheus^ fays Christ, make haile and come down.

And he made hafte, and came down, and re,ceived him joy-

fully.^'

I have obferved, in holy foripture, how particularly it is

remarked, that petfons rejoiced upon believing in Christ,

Thus the converted Eunuch went on his way rejoicing;

thus the Jaylor rejoiced with his whole houfe; thus Zacchois

received Christ joyfully. And well may thofe rejoice who
neceive Jesus Christ; for with Jiim they receive righteouf-

fiefs, fandification, and eternal redemption. Many have

brought up an ill report upon our good land, and would fain

perfuade people that religion will make them melancholy mad.

So far from it, that joy is one ingredient of the kingdom of

God in the heart of a believer ; " The kingdom of God is

-righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft." To re-

joice in the Lord, is a gofpel-duty. " Rejoice in the Lord
always, and again I fay, rejoice.'* And who can be fo joyful,

as thofe who know that their pardon Is fealed before they go

hence and are no more feen ? The godly may, but I cannot

fee how any ungodly men can, rejoice : they cannot be truly

cheerful. What if wicked men may fomeiimes have laughter

amongft them ? It is only the laughter of fools ; in the midft

of it there is heavinefs : At the beft, it is but like the crack-

ling of thorns under a pot; it makes a blaze, but foon goes

out. Bat, as for jthe ^odly, it is not ^o with them j their joy
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is folid and laftlng. As it is a joy that a ftranger intermed-»

dleth not with, fo it is a joy that no man taketh from them

:

it is a joy in God, a " joy unfpeakable and full of glory."

It fhould feem that Zaccheus was under foul-diftrefs but a

little while ;
perhaps (fays Guthrie^ in his book intituled, The

Trial concerning a fav'ing Interefi in Chriji) not above a quar-

ter of an hour. I add, perhaps not fo long : for, as one ob-f

ferves, fometimes the Lord Jesus delights to deliver fpeedily.

God is a fovereign agent, and works upon his children in

their effectual calling, according to the counfel of his eternal

will. It is with the fpiritual, as natural birth : all v/omcn

have not the like pangs; all chriflians have not the like degree

of convi(5tion. But all agree in this, that all have Jesus

Christ formed in their hearts : and thofe who have not fo

many 'trials at fxrft, may be vifited with the greater conflids

hereafter ; though they never come into bondage again, after

they have once received the fpirit of adoption. " We have

not, (fays Paul) received the fpirit of bondage again unto

fear." We know not what Zaccheus underwent before he

died : however, this one thing I know, he now believed in

Christ, and was juftified, or acquitted, and locked upon as

righteous in God's fight, though a Publican, chief among the

Publicans, not many moments before. And thus it is with

all, that, like Zaccheus^ receive Jesus Christ by faith into

their hearts : the very moment they find reft in him, they

are freely juftified from all things from which they could not

be juftified by the law of Mofes ;
" for by grace are we faved,

through faith, and that not of ourfelves, it is the gift of

God."
- Say not within yourfelves, this is a licentious Antinomian

do6lrine ; for this faith, if true, will work by love, and be

produdive of the fruits of holinefs. See an inftance in this

convert Zaccheus: no fooner had he received Jesus Christ

by faith into his heart, but he evidences it by his works; for,

ver. 8. we are told, " Zaccheus ftood forth, and faid unto the

Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give unto the

poor ; and if I have taken any thing from any man by falfe

accufation, I reftore him four-fold."

Having believed on Jesus in his heart, he now makes con-

feilion of him wilh his mouth to falvation. " Zaccheus flood

forth
;"
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forth :" he was not afhamed, but flood forth before his bro^

ther Publicans ; for true faith cafts out all fervile, fmful fear

of man ;
" and faid, Behold, Lord." It is remarkable,

Jiow readily people in fcripture have owned the divinity of

Christ immediately upon their converfion. Thus the woman
at Jacob's well ; " Is not this the Christ ?" Thus the man
born blind ;

" Lord, I believe j and worfliippcd him." Thus
Zaccheusy *' Behold, Lord." An inconteflable proof this to

me, that thofe who deny our Lord's divinity, never efFe6lu-

ally felt his power : if they had, they would not fpeak fo

lightly of him ; they would fcorn to deny his eternal power

and Godhead. " Zaccheus flood forth, and faid. Behold,

Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if \

have taken any thing from any man by falfe accufation, I re-

llore him four-fold." Noble fruits of a true living faith ii>

the Lord Jesus I Every word calls for our notice. Not
fome fmall, not the tenth part, but the half. Of what ? My
goods ; things that were valuable. My goods, his own, not

•another's. I give : not, I will give when I die, when I can

ieep them no longer ; but, I give now, even now. Zaccheus,

.would be his own executor. For whilft we have time W9
Jhould do good. But to whom would he give half of his

goods ? Not to the rich, not to thofe who were already

clothed in purple and fine linen, of whom he might be re-

,Compenfed again ; but to the poor, the maimed, the halt,

the blind, from which he could expe6l no recompence till the

refurre(9:ion of the dead. " I give to the poor." But know-
ing that he muft be juft before he could be charitable, and

confcious to himfelf that in his public adminiflrations he had

wronged many perfons, he adds, " And if I have taken any

thing from any man by falfe accufation, I reftore him four-

fold." Hear ye this, all ye that make no confcience of

cheating the king of his taxes, or of buying or felling run

goods. If ever God gives you true faith, you will never refl,

till, like ZaccheuSy you have made reftitution to the utmofl of

your power. I fuppofe, before his converfion, he thought it

JIG harm to cheat thus, no more than you may do now, and

pleafed himfelf frequently, to be fure, that he got rich by

doing fo : but now he is grieved for it at his heart; he con-

fefles his injuflice before men, and promifes to make ample

reftitution.

6
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reftitution. Go ye cheating Publicans, learn of Tacchem ;

go away and do likewife. If you do not make reftitution

here, the Lord Jesus fhall make you confefs your fms before

men and angels, and condemn you for it, when he comes irt

the glory of his P'ather to judgment hereafter.

After all this, with good reafon might our Lord fay unto

him, " This day is falvation come to this houfe ; forafmuch

as he alfo is the Son of Abraham ;" not fo much by a natural

as by a fpiritual birth. He was made partaker of like pre-

cious faith with Abraham : like Abraham he believed on the

Lord, and it was accounted to him for righteoufnefs : his

faith, like Abraham's^ worked by love ; and I doubt not, but

he has been long fince fitting in Abraham^ harbour.

And now, are you not afhamed of yourfelves, who fpoak

againft the do6lrines of grace, efpecially that do6^rine of being

juftified by faith alone, as though it leaded to licentioufnefs ?

What can be more unjuft than fuch a charge ? Is not the

inftance of Zaccheu's, a fufficient proof to the contrary ? Have

I ftrained it to ferve my own turn ? God forbid. To the beft

of my knowledge I have fpoken the truth in fmcerity, and the

truth as it-is in Jesus. I do affirm that we are favcd by grace,

and that we are juftified by faith alone : but I do alfo affirm^

that faith rouft be evidenced by good works, where there is

an opportunity of performing them.

What therefore has been faid of Zaccheus^ may ferve as a

rule, whereby all may judge whether they have faith or not.

You fay you have faith , but how do you prove it? Did you

ever hear the Lord Jesus call you by name? Were you ever

made to obey that call? Did you ever, like Zauheus, receive

Jesus Christ joyfully into your hearts? Are you influenced

by the faith you fay you have, to ftand up and confefs the

Lord Jesus before men? Wer^ you ever made willing to

own, and humble yourfelves for, your paft offences ? Doei

your faith work by love, fo that you c(5nfcientioufly lay up,

according as God has profpered you, for the fupport of the

poor ? Do you give alms of all things that you poflefs ? And
have you made due reftitution to thofe you have wronged ? If

fo, happy are ye; falvation is come to your fouls, you arc fons,

you are daughters of, you (hall (liortly be everlaftingly blefTed

with, faithful Abraham, But, if you are not thus minded, do not

deceive
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Receive your own fouls. Though you may talk of juftlfica-

(ion by faith, like angels, it will do you no good ; it will only

inereafe your damnation. You hold the truth, but it is in

ynrighteoufnefs : your faith being without works, is dead :

you have the devil, not Abraham ^ for your father. Unlefs you
get a faith of the heart, a faith working by love, with devils

^nd damned fpirits (hall you dwell for evermore.

But it is time now to enforce the latter part of the text

;

f' For the Son of man is come to feek and to favethat which
was loft." Theie words are fpoken by our Saviour in anfwer

to fome felf- righteous Pharifees, who, inftead of rejoicing

with the angels in heaven, at the converfion of fuch a finner,

murmured, *' That he was gone to be a gueft with a man
that was a finner." To vindicate his condu6t, he tells them,

jhat this was an a(5t agreeable ta> the defign of his coming ;

" For the Son of man is come to feek and to fave that which

was loft." He might have faid, the Son of God. But O
the wonderful ccndcfcenfion of our Redeemer f He delights

to ftile himfelf the Son of man. He came not only to fave,

but to feek and to fave that which was loft. He came to Je-
rUho to feek and fave Zaccheus ; for otherwife Zaccheus would

never have been faved by h,im. But from whence came he ?

Even from heaven, his dwelling-place, to this lower earth,

this vale of tears, to feek and fave that which was loft ; or

fill that feel themfelves loft, and are willing, like Zaccheus^ to

receive him into their hearts to fave them ; with how great

a falvation ? Even from the guilt, and alfo from the power

of their fms ; to make them heirs of God, and joint heirs

with himfelf, and partakers of that glory which he enjoyed

with the Father before the world began. Thus will the Son
of man fave that which is loft. He was made the fon of man,
on purpofe that he might fave them. He had no other end

but this in leaving his Father's throne, in obeying the moral

law, and hanging upon the crofs : all that was done and fuf-

fered, merely to fatisfy, and procure a righteoufnefs for poor,

loft, undone ftnners, and that too without refped of perfons.

" That which was loft ;" all of every nation and language,

that feel, bewail, and are truly defirous of being delivered

from their loft ftate, did the Son of man come down to feek

]and to fave : for he is mighty, not only fo, but willing, to fave

to
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to die uttcrmofl: Ml that come to God through him. He will

in no wife call them out : for he is the fame to-day, as he was

yellerday. He comes now to Tinners, as well as formerly;

and, I hope, hath fcnt me out this day to fcek, and, under

him, to bring home fome of you, the loft flieep of the houfe

of Ifrael.

What hy you ? Shall I go home rejoicing, faying, That

many like (lieep have went aftray, but they have now be-

lieved on Jesus Christ, and fo returned home to the great

Shepherd and Bifliop of their fouls ? If the Lord would be

ptcafed thus to profper my handy-work, I care not how many

Jcgalifts and fclf-righteous pharifees murmur againft me, for

offering falvation to the worft of finners : for 1 know the Son

of man came to fcek and to fave them ; and the Lord Jesus

will now be a gucft to the worft Publican, the vilefl fmner

that is amongft you, if he docs but believe on him. Make
hafte then, O ilnners, make hafte, and come by faith to

Christ. Then, this day, even this hour, nay, this moment,

if you believe, Jesus Christ fiiall come and make his eter-

nal abode in your hearts. Which of you is made willing to

receive the King of glory ? Which of you obeys he call,

as Zaccheus did ? Alas ! why do you ftand flill ? How know
you, whether Jesus Christ may ever call you again?

Come then, poor, guilty finners ; come away, poor, loft, un-

done publicans : make hafte, I fay, and come away to Jesus

Christ. The Lord condefcends to invite himfelf to come
under the filthy roofs of the houfes of your fouls. Do not be

afraid of entertaining him ; he will fill you with all peace and

joy in believing. Do not be afhamed to run before the mul-
titude, and to have all manner of evil fpoke againft you falfly

for his fake : one fight of Christ will make amends for all.

Zaccheus was laughed at ; and all that will live godly in

Christ Jesus, fliall fufter perfecution. But what of that ?

V.accheus is now crowned in glory ; as you alfo ftiall fhortly

be, if you believe on, and arc reproached for Christ's fake.

Do not, therefore, put me ofF with frivolous excufes : there's

no cxcufc can he given for your not coming to Christ. You
are loft, undone, without him \ and if he is not glorified in

your falvation, he will be gionficd in your deftrudlion ; if he
does not co-.r.s and mai^e his abode in your hearts, you muft

take
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take up an eternal abode with the devil and his angels. O that

the Lord would be pleafed to pafs by fome of you at this

time ! O that he may call you by his Spirit, and make you a

willing people in this day of his power ! For I know my
calling will not do, unlefs he, by his efficacious grace, compel

you to come in. O that you once felt what it is to receive

Jesus Christ into your hearts ! You would foon, like Zac--

cheus^ give him every thing. You do not love Christ, be-

caufe you do not know him ;
you do not come to him, becaufe

you do not feel your want of him : you are whole, and not

broken hearted ; you are not Tick, at leaft not fenfible of

your ficknefs ; and, therefore^ no wonder you do not apply to

Jesus Christ, that great, that almighty phyficiani You
do not feel yourfelves loft, and therefore do not feek to be

found in Christ. O that God would wound you with the

fword of his Spirit, and caufe his arrows of convidion to

flick deep in your hearts ! O that he would dart a ray of

divine light into your fouls ! For if you do not feel yourfelves

loft without Christ, you are of all men moft miferable :

your fouls are dead j you are not only an image of hell, but

in fome degree hell itfelf: you carry hell about with you,

and you know it not. O that I could fee fome of you fen-

fible of this, and hear you cry out, " Lord, break this

hard heart ; Lord, deliver me from the body of this death ;

draw me. Lord, makis me willing to come after thee ; I am
loft; Lord, fave me, or I perifh!" Was this your cafe,

how foOn would the Lord ftretch forth his almighty hand,

and fay. Be of good cheer, it is I ; be not afraid ? What a

wonderful calm would then poflefs your troubled fouls ! Your
fellovvfhip v/ould then be with the Father and the Son : your

life would be hid with Christ in God.
Some of you, I hope, have experienced this, and can fay, I

was loft, but I am found ; I was dead, but am alive again :

the Son of man came and fought me in the day of his power,

and faved my finful foul. And do you repent that you came

to Christ ? Has he not been a good maftcr ? Is not his

prefence fweet to your fouls? Has he not been faitliful to hh
promife ? And have you not found, that even in doing and

fuftering for him, there is an exceeding prefent great reward ?

I am perfuadcd you will anfwer. Yes. O then, ye faints, re-

commend
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commend and talk of the love of Christ to others, and tell

them, O tell them what ^reat things the Lord has done for

you! This may encourage others to come unto him. And who

knows but the Lord may make you fifners of men ? The

ftory of Zacihcus was left on record for this purpofe. No

truly convicted foul, after fuch an inftance of divine grace

has been laid before him, need defpair of mercy. What if

you arc Publicans ? Was not Zaccheus a Publican ? What if

you are chief among the Publicans ? Was not Zaccheus like-

vvife ? What if you are rich ? Was not Zaccheus rich alfo ?

And yet almighty grace made him more than conqueror ovet

all ihcfc hindrances. All things are pofTible to Jesus Christ;

rothing is too hard for him : he is the Lord almighty. Our

mountains of fms muft all fall before this great ZeruhbahcL

On htm God the Father has laid the iniquities of all that

fnall believe on him ; and in his own body he bare them on

the tree. There, there, by faith, O mourners in ^lon^ may

you fee your Saviour hanging with arms ftretched out, and

hear him, as it were, thus fpeaking to your fouls ;
" Behold

** how I have loved you ! Behold my hands and my feet t

" Look, look into my wounded fide, and fee a heart flaming

" with love : love ftrenger than death. Come into my arms,-

*' O fmners, come wafli your fpotted fouls in m.y heart's

*' blood. See here is a fountain opened for all fin and all

*' uncleannefs ! See, O guilty fouls, how the wrath of God
'* is now abiding upon you : come, hafte away, and hide

'* yourfelves in the clefts of my wounds ; for I am wounded
*' for your tranf^reflions ; I am dying that you may live for

" evermore. Behold, as Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the

** wildernefs, fo am I here lifted up upon a tree. See how I

*' am become a curfc for you : the chafli'fementof your peace
** is upon me. I am thus fcourged, thus wounded, thus cru-
•* cified, that you by my ftripes may be healed. O look unto
** me, all ye trembling fmners, even to the ends of the earth \

•' Look unto me by faith, ami you fhall be faved ; for I came
" thus to be obedient iven unto death, that I might fave that
*' which was loft.'*

And what fay you to this, O fmners ? Suppofe you fav/

the King of glory dyin-g, and thus fpeaking to you ; would
you believe on him r No, you would not^^ uiJefs you believe

on
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on him now : for though he is dead, he yet fpcakcth all this

in the fcripturej nay, in effect. Cays all this in the words of
the text, " The Son of man is come to feck and to fave that

which is loft.'* Do not therefore any longer crucify the

Lord of glory. Bring thofe rebels, your fms, which will not
have him to reign over them, bring them out to him : though
you cannot flay them yourfelvcs, yet he will flay them for you.

The power of his death and refurredlion is as great now as

formerly. Make hafl:e therefore, make hafte, O ye publicans

and flnners, and give the dear Lord Jesus your hearts, your
whole hearts. If you refufe to hearken to this call of the

Lord, remember your damnation will be juft : I am free

from the blood of you all : you mufl: acquit my Mafler and
me at the terrible day of judgment. O that you may know
the things that belong to your everlafting peace, before they

are eternally hid from your eyes ! Let all that love the Lord
Jesus Christ in fmcerity fay, Amen.
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